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Register results 


The following regulations or standards have been issued by Federal agencies. They have all previ- 
ously been summarized in CONSUMER REGISTER as proposals. The extent of consumer comment on the 
items is reported when such information is available. 


@ On March 13, Food & Drug Administration (FDA) changed the labeling of over-the-counter 
(OTC) drugs. New labels tell consumers to get in touch with poison control centers or get other pro- 
fessional assistance (not just doctors) in case of drug overdoses. FDA received 17 comments on the 
proposal, including one from a state consumer assembly representing one million consumers & 13 from 
individual consumers. The consumer assembly & other consumers endorsed the proposed reference to 
poison control centers. Many of the comments indicated the importance of knowing there was more 
than one source of help in an emergency. Details—Federal Register: March 13, page 11717; June 18, 
1974, page 21059. CONSUMER REGISTER: Aug. 1, 1974. 


@ On April 1, Occupational Safety & Health Administration’s (OSHA) standard for setting reduc- 
tions in workers’ exposure to vinyl chloride went into effect. Regulations were scheduled to have become 
effective Jan. 1, but manufacturers of vinyl chloride & vinyl chloride products challenged the validity of 
the standards in the courts. Action on the challenges resulted in the delay. Details—Federal Register: 
March 25, page 13211. CONSUMER REGISTER: June 1, June 15 & Nov. 1, 1974. CONSUMER NEws: this issue. 

@ Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has issued labeling, recordkeeping, display & test- 
ing rules to implement the flammability standard for children’s sleepwear in sizes 0 to 6X, as well as 
sleepwear fabrics. These rules become effective May 14 & are similar to the rules that become effective 


today for children’s sleepwear, sizes 7 through 14 Details—Federal Register: April 14, page 16654. 


CONSUMER REGISTER: April 15. 


Solar energy 


On April 7, Energy Research & Development Admin- 
istration (ERDA) & Housing & Urban Development Dept. 
(HUD) sent Congress an interim report describing a plan 
for conducting nationwide solar heating & cooling demon- 
strations—part of the National Solar Heating & Cooling 
of Buildings program. Purpose of the program is to de- 
velop solar (sun energy) heating & cooling systems in 
residential & commercial buildings in an effort to conserve 
present fuel supplies. 


According to ERDA, “A major objective is to provide 
consumers with prompt, reliable information on which 
they can evaluate whether the added benefits of solar 
heating & cooling are worth the extra cost when com- 
pared with conventional energy sources.” 


The interim report will be sent to solar energy spe- 
cialists, industry groups & others for comment. Although 
it is too late for comments on the interim report to be 
included in ERDA’s June 30 report to Congress, late 
comments will be considered for inclusion in later reports. 
Copies of the interim report may be obtained by writing 
to ERDA Technical Information Center, P. O. Box 62, 
Oak Ridge, TN 37830; ask for Document ERDA 23. 


Details—Federal Register: April 14, page 16714. Send 
comments to Division of Solar Energy, Energy Research 
& Development Administration, Washington, DC 20545. 


Candy wrappers 


May 12 is deadline for comments on a petition by 
National Confectioners Association (NCA) to Food & 
Drug Administration (FDA) requesting that individually 
wrapped pieces of candy—such as most candy bars— 
weighing at least 1/2 oz. (15 grams) but not more than 
2 oz. (62 grams) be exempted from net weight declara- 
tions on the wrapper. The average candy bar weighs be- 
tween 142 & 2 oz. 


The individually wrapped candy would continue to be 
required to carry all other required information—such as 
ingredients & manufacturer's name. But, because of the 
high cost of packaging material & price fluctuations of 
confectionery ingredients, NCA wants net weight declara- 
tions omitted. Instead, it proposes that consumers be 
informed of net weight by declaration of such information 
on the container from which the items are sold or on 
counter cards near the candy. 


FDA is interested in consumer & industry comments 
on all aspects of this proposal, especially as to whether the 
consumer is likely to be deceived by not having net weight 
printed on each piece of wrapped candy. 

Another part of the proposal would delete the words 
“‘nenny candy’ & other” from the regulations because 
“penny candy” describes a special product—weighing less 
than % oz.—that formerly cost 1¢. NCA proposes to 
change the term to “confectionery of less than % oz. net 
weight” because it says that term more properly describes 
the product. 


Details—Federal Register: March 13, page 11731. Send 
comments to Hearing Clerk, Food & Drug Administration, 
5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20852. 


Lemonade 


May 9 is deadline for comments on Food & Drug Ad- 
ministration’s (FDA) proposal to amend the standards of 


identity for frozen concentrate for colored & plain 
lemonade. 


Corn Refiners Association (CRA) filed a petition to 
change the standards that would remove the present 
33% % limitation on the use of corn sweeteners & increase 
the number of sweeteners permitted. CRA says that new 
technology has made a wide range of corn sweeteners 
available. In addition, CRA says that with the short supply 
& increased prices of common sugar products, consumers 
would benefit if manufacturers were given complete free- 





dom of choice in choosing sweeteners for lemonade. 


Details—Federal Register: April 9, page 16085. Send 
comments to Hearing Clerk, Food & Drug Administration, 
5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20852. 


Chemical formulas 


Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has 
ordered manufacturers of certain household products to 
fill out a questionnaire telling CPSC what goes into the 
products. Purpose is to enable CPSC to evaluate any real 
or potential hazards associated with the products. 


The categories of consumer products covered by 
CPSC’s order are: 
@ Soap, cleanser, laundry & dishwasher detergent 
@ Fuel for fondue pots & other cook-at-the-table pots 
or burners 
Paints, varnishes & similar items 
Flame retardant chemicals 
Household aerosols 
Water softeners & conditioners 
Chemical deodorizers 
Photographic chemicals 
Solvents, such as cleaning fluid 
Rust removers 
Chemistry sets 
Fireworks 
Swimming pool chemicals 
Caustics, lye, drain cleaners 


The questionnaire must be sent no later than May 15 
to Auerbach Associates Inc., a private contractor author- 


ized by CPSC to collect the chemical formulation informa- 
tion. 


Details—Federal Register: April 14, page 16713. 


Bookmatches (continued) 


Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has 
extended until May 2 the date by which it must either 
publish a proposed safety standard on bookmatches or 
withdraw its notice of proceeding. 


On Dec. 30, 1974, CPSC accepted an offer of Ameri- 
can Society for Testing & Materials (ASTM) [CONSUMER 
REGISTER: Feb. 1 & Sept. 15, 1974] to develop a bookmatch 
standard. ASTM submitted the standard on Jan. 31. 
CPSC needs more time to review the material. 


Details—Federal Register: April 17, page 17197. 


Eyeglasses 


May 20 is deadline for comments on Food & Drug 
Administration’s (FDA) proposal to require that all lenses 
sold be impact-resistant. FDA regulations require that all 
eyeglass & sunglass lenses manufactured after Jan. 31, 
1972, be impact resistant. FDA did permit a transition 
period during which nonimpact-resistant lenses that were 
manufactured before Jan. 31, 1972, could be sold. But 
FDA now thinks a sufficient transition period has elapsed 
& wants all lenses to be impact-resistant, except when 
such lenses will not meet visual requirements. FDA 
proposes that the regulation become effective 30 days 


after publication of final order in Federal Register. 


Details—Federal Register: March 21, page 12809; Feb. 
2, 1972, page 2503. CONSUMER NEws: April 1971. Send 
comments to Hearing Clerk, Food & Drug Administration, 
5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20852. 


Air bags 


May 12 is deadline for comments on National High- 
way Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA) proposal 
to extend until Aug. 31, 1976, the 3 options presently 
available for occupant crash protection in passenger cars. 
After that, passive restraints would be mandatory. 

The availability of these options would be extended for 
one model year instead of being applied to cars made be- 
tween Sept. 1, 1973, & Oct. 14, 1975, as at present. One of 
the following 3 options is now required: (1) complete 
passive protection; (2) head-on passive protection; (3) 
lap & shoulder belt protection with warning buzzer & 
light. (This third option originally called for lap & 
shoulder belt protection with ignition interlock & “con- 
tinuous buzzer’”’—now deleted by a new law, Motor Vehicle 
& Schoolbus Safety Amendments of 1974.) 


Details—Federal Register: April 10, page 16217; May 1, 
1974, page 10271. CONSUMER REGISTER: May 15, 1974 & 
Feb. 15, 1974. Send comments to Docket Section, National 


Highway Traffic Safety Administration, Washington, DC 
20590. 


[NOTE: On May 19, NHTSA will hold a public meeting 
to discuss future passive protection requirements & such 
issues as benefits, costs, leadtime, & other factors asso- 
ciated with passive restraint systems. Meeting will be at 
Commerce Dept. Auditorium, 14th St. & Constitution Ave. 
NW, Washington, DC. Meeting will begin at 9:00 a.m. &, 


depending on requests for time, will continue on May 
20 & 21.) 


Runaways 


May 22 is deadline for comments on Health, Educa- 
tion & Welfare Dept.’s (HEW) proposal to issue regula- 
tions to implement the Runaway Youth Act, Title III of 
the Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevention Act of 
1974 (Pub. Law 93-415). 

Purpose of the program is to provide emergency help 
& follow-up services for runaway youth & their families. 
HEW would grant funds to states, localities & nonprofit 
private agencies to develop local facilities. These facilities 
would handle immediate needs outside the law enforce- 
ment structure & juvenile justice system. 

The Runaway Youth Act provides for (1) establishing 
or strengthening of “runaway” houses; (2) encouraging 
resolution of family problems through counseling; & (3) 
helping runaways decide what to do in the future. 


Details—Federal Register: April 22, page 17823. Send 
comments to Office of Youth Development, Office of Human 
Development, Health, Education & Welfare Dept., Wash- 
ington, DC 20201. 


[NOTE: HEW & Metro-Help continue operating a toll- 
free hotline (800-621-4000) to help runaways contact their 
families. CONSUMER NEWS: Jan. 15; Sept. 15, 1974.] 


This listing, prepared by Marion Q. Ciaccio, is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal 
Register items deemed of particular interest to consumers, & it does not affect the legal status or effect of any 
document required or authorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of Federal Register Act as amended, 44 
U.S.C. 1505. Federal Register is published Monday through Friday (except Federal Government holidays) by 
Office of the Federal Register, National Archives & Records Service, General Services Administration. Sub- 
scription is $5 a month or $45 a year & may be ordered from Superintendent of Documents, Government Print- 
ing Office, Washington, DC 20402. Superintendent also sells copies of Federal Register for 75¢ each. Free copies 


of Federal Register may be available in libraries. 





For you 


These forms are for you 
to use, if you wish, in com- 
menting on any Federal 
agency proposal summarized 
in CONSUMER REGISTER. Of 
course, if you cannot get 
your comments on the front 
& back of a form, feel free 
to continue your comments on 
additional paper. 


Send comment forms to 
addresses listed in the sum- 
maries. 


CONSUMER NEWS is pub- 
lishing these forms in co- 
operation with Food & Drug 
Administration (FDA). 


Rate Register 


Trains 


@ On April 27, Interstate Com- 
merce Commission (ICC) extended 
a 7% freight rate increase for coal 
that will be exported. ICC granted 
a 7% rate increase to most of the 
nation’s railroads on April 12. This 
increase included coal shipped for 
domestic use only. Chesapeake & 
Ohio Railroad said it would not 
join in the rate increase unless 
coal for export was also included 
[RATE REGISTER: April 1]. 


Buses 


@ On March 20, Greyhound 
Bus Lines & Continental Trail- 
ways Bus System offered con- 
sumers 15 days of unlimited bus 
travel in continental U.S. & 
Canada for $87.50. The new ver- 
sion of Greyhound’s Ameripass & 
Trailways’ Eagle Pass will be 
available until May 31. A pass 
purchased on May 31, for example, 
could be used until June 15. The 
bus companies have made no deci- 
sion on whether to ask Interstate 
Commerce Commission (ICC) for 
permission to extend the offer be- 
yond May 31. Regular one-way bus 
fare between New York & Los 
Angeles is $125. 


Planes 


@ Civil Aeronautics Board 
(CAB) has extended the comment 
period on its proposal to increase 
airlines’ liability for loss, damage 
or delay of passengers’ baggage. 
Air Transport Association of 


> 


Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in 
CONSUMER REGISTER item. 


This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) ___ 


by (name of agency) 


published in Federal Register on (date) 











Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in 
CONSUMER REGISTER item. 


This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) _ 


by (name of agency) 


published in Federal Register on (date) ___ __ on (page) 











Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in 
CONSUMER REGISTER item. 


This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) _ 


by (name of agency) 


published in Federal Register on (date) _ on (page) 





Name 


es 
City _ pac 





Rate Register 


America asked for an extension of 
deadline to analyze the 5,000 let- 
ters CAB’s Office of the Consumer 
Advocate (OCA) has received on 
baggage complaints. National Air 
Carrier Association wants more 
time to get the views & recom- 
mendations of its member carriers. 
OCA asked for an extension to 
enable more consumers & con- 
sumer groups to send in comments. 
New deadline is June 2. Send com- 
ments to Docket Section (specify 
Docket No. 27591), Civil Aeronaut- 
ics Board, Room 710 Universal 
Bldg., Washington, DC 20428. 

@ On April 23, Civil Aero- 
nautics Board (CAB) denied 
Trans-World Airlines’ proposal to 
give discounts of one-third to per- 
sons over 65, families, & persons 
between 12 & 21 years old. CAB 
said the proposed rates were dis- 
criminatory because they would 
not be available to the general 
public. Transportation Dept. & 
Council on Wage & Price Stability 
had also objected to the proposal 
on the grounds that it would be 
discriminatory [RATE REGISTER: 
March 15]. 


@ Consumers are invited to 
comment on Civil Aeronautics 
Board’s (CAB) new proposal to 
liberalize charter flights designed 
primarily for persons interested in 
a vacation package at one place. 

Main provisions of the new 
proposal are: (1) There would be 
no limit on the number of one-stop 
charters that airlines could sell the 
public, (2) Passengers could buy a 
minimum amount of ground ac- 
commodations with plane tickets & 
could limit themselves to only one 
stop (instead of the present re- 
quirement for 3 stops). (3) Pas- 
sengers could sign up for domestic 
flights only 15 days in advance of 
traveling (instead of 30 days, as 
proposed earlier), They would have 
to sign up 30 days in advance for 
flights outside the country. 

Comments should be sent to 
Docket Section, Civil Aeronautics 
Board, Washington, DC 20428. 
Refer to Docket No. 27135. 


Details—Federal Register: April 
16, page 17039; Dec. 2, 1974, page 
41751; Nov. 8, 1974, page 39572. 
CONSUMER REGISTER: Dec. 15, 1974. 


Mail 


@ On April 1, Western Union 
increased the cost of its Mailgrams 
to $2.50 [RATE REGISTER: Feb. 15]. 








